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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: TS, MILI 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF UAE MILITARY COMMANDER TO KUWAIT 

1. UAE MILITARY COMMANDER, SULTAN BIN ZAYID, SPENT MARCH 
18-22 IN KUWAIT ON OEFICIAL VISIT HOSTED BY THE KUWAITI CHIEF 
OF STAFF, MG MUBARAK AL- ABDULLA AL-SABAH. IN COMMENTS 

TO KUWAIT DAILY AL-QABAS, THE VISITOR REPORTEDLY NOTED THE 
UAE'S PRACTICE OF DIVERSIFIED SOURCE PROCUREMENT OF 
MILITARY ITEMS, ASSERTED THAT GULE SECURITY IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF GULF COUNTRIES ALONE, AND CALLED THE ISRAELI 
INVASION OF LEBANON "CLEAR PROOF OF ISRAEL'S EXPANSIONIST 
POLICY" 

2. COMMENT: WE WERE WERE CURIOUS TO SEE WHAT ITEMS IN THE 
KUWAITI MILITARY INVENTORY MIGHT BE OF MOST INTEREST TO 
SULTAN BIN ZAYID. HE WAS TREATED TO AN AIR SHOW (MIRAGES 
AND A-4'S) OF UNPRECEDENTED SCOPE FOR KUWAIT, AND HE 
INSPECTED THE KAF FLIGHT LINE. ONE SOURCE OF UNKNOWN 
RELIABILITY REPORTS THAT HE EVINCED INTEREST IN BOTH A-4 
AND C-9 AIRCRAFT. REGARDING HIS EARLIER REPORTED INTEREST 
IN IHAWK MISSILES, HOWEVER, WE ARE UNABLE TO CONEIRM 
THAT HE REQUESTED OR RECEIVED A BRIEFING ON THIS SYSTEM, 

NOW IN PROCESS OF DELIVERY TO KUWAIT. IT APPEARS THAT HE 
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DID NOT COME IN CONTACT WITH ANY OF THE NUMEROUS EOREIGN 
MILITARY TECHNICAL AND OPERATIONAL ADVISERS TO THEMOD. 

HE WAS ACCORDED HIGH HONORS WHILE HERE AND WAS RECEIVED 
WARMLY BY THE AMIR AND OTHER TOP GOK FIGURES, BUT MUCH OF 
HIS VISIT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN UP WITH INSPECTIONS 
AT VARIOUS KUWAITI MILITARY INSTALLATIONS. 
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